
Bellevue, Washington 
Transforming Suburbs into Sustainable Communities 
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Regional Context 
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!! Bellevue is one of  five designated metropolitan 
centers under Vision 2040 

!! Goal to use urban land efficiently, and to integrate 

land use and transportation planning consistent 

with the regional vision  
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Vision 2040 
Puget Sound Regional Plan 

Adopted 2002-2022 Growth 

Targets 

Potential 2022-2040 

Targets 

 +40,000 jobs +40-50,000 jobs 

+10,000 housing units +10-20,000 housing units 



Regional Light Rail System 
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Downtown Bellevue  
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Downtown Overview 
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“Super-Blocks” Street Pattern 
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Downtown Bellevue – 1975 
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Downtown plan adopted in 1979, updated in 2004 



Downtown Bellevue – 2010 
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Series of  Neighborhoods 
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Themed Streets 
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City Growth Forecasts 
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Recent Development 
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Job Types 
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Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2005-2009 ACS 



Where People Live 
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Age Distribution 
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Under 20 

years 

6.0% 

20 to 44 

years 

51.3% 

45 to 64 

years 

20.3% 

65 years 

and over 

22.4% 
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Bel-Red Subarea Plan 
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Bel-Red Vision 
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This “Bel-Red Corridor” plan is a perfect example of  

the type of  comprehensive approach to sustainable, 

environmentally-conscious development we are 

trying to encourage with the Sustainable 

Communities initiative. A plan that melds housing, 

transportation and investments—to support economic 

growth and job creation. 
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New Transit-oriented Neighborhoods 
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Downtown 
Bellevue 

Microsoft/ 
Redmond 
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NE 15th/16th Vision 
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“Green” elements: urban open 

spaces; significant tree 
canopy; natural drainage 

practices; and landscaping 



Housing Choice and Affordability 
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Model of  Environmental Sustainability 
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Vision for restoration 



Incentive System 
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Tier 1: Parks, 

Streams & TDR 

Commercial  

Development 

Tier 2 

Tier 1b: Parks, 

Streams & TDR 

Residential 

Development 

Tier 1a: Affordbl. 

Housing  

Base  Base) 

Tier 2: Any 

Max density 

Lift in Land Value 

The value of the zoning lift supports the 

public infrastructure, affordable housing 
and amenities needed to transform the 

Bel-Red area. 
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Neighborhood Shopping 

Centers 



Neighborhood Shopping Centers 
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Significance of  Bellevue Planning  
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